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FITZGERALD GEORGIA
fCoritlilucd from page three

Eunflowtrs etc Tha growth of tins
soldier founded city is evidence that

Peace hath her victories
No less renowned than war

The GrantIArniy of the Republic
Fitzgerald leads all other places south

of the Potomac and Ohio in Grand
Army memhersliip and patriotic work
connected therewith It Is headquarters
Xor the Department of Georgia with
officers as follows

Commander Xeander Scott Fitzger ¬

ald Ga S V C F A Jones Talla
poosa Ga J V C P Q Stoner St
George Ga Chaplain liev Jesse wil-
ier

¬

Fitzgerald Ga Medical Director
Dr G B White Fitzgerald Ga A A
G and A Q M G S C Brown Fitz-
gerald

¬

Ga Inspector William Friend
Fitzgerald Ga Judge Advocate W M
Scott Atlanta Ga Chief Mustering Of
ficer J H Carpenter Fitzgerald Ga
Chief of Staff C H Brooks Fitzgerald
Ga Patriotic Instructor Darius Nelson
Fitzgerald Ga Council of Administra
tion C It Haskins Post 1 Atlanta
Ga Lewis Thayer Post 14 Fitzgerald
Ga Samuel Emmons PostVJ Fitzger
ald Ga O P Webster PoCvl7 Fitz ¬

gerald Ga P Q Stoner Posfr20 St
George Ga

Womans Relief Corps
Colony Womans Relief Corp3 2 was

Instituted March 4 1896 Hattie A
Dempsey of Nebraska President and
a charter membership of 72 represent-
ing

¬

nearly every State In the Union
Rinda M Scott of New Tork President
97 and 98 Mary A Green of Kansas
99 and 1900 Clara A Sams of Kansas

19017 Sarah L Thayer of Kansas 1902
Anna M Rollings of Illinois 1903 Ida
E Newcomer of Illinois 1904 L L
Hutchinson of Kansas 1905 Frances
L Beauchamp of Indiana 1906 Mary
Webster of Kansas 1907 Eliza Mosher
of South Dakota 190S The colony com¬

pany presented the Society with two fine
lots pn Main street and the Corps with
the aid of the comrades erected a com
modious hall in 1898 and occupied
Jointly by W R C and the Posts The
present membership is 65

The Sons ot Veterans have Colony
Camp No 33

Colony Post 14 G A K
Adit J TV Moore furnished The

National Tribune representative data
relating to tills Post from which the
followingis condensed The organiza
tion was effected Dec 14 1895 in what
was known as the Commissary Build
ing with the following officers Com
mander v T Dillingham S v c
J W Barnell J V C J M Butter
field Quartermaster R B Presson O
D S Fockier Chaplain J J Lohr O
G J W Mcintosh Surgeon Dr S B
Coe I G Albert Smith O G W Pol
led appointed Adjutant E Robinson1

The following is the present member
ship of the Post Perkins Hiram Co G
5th Wis Chase G L Co B104th 111

Hagcrman Adrain Co D 93d Ind
Monroe A W Co B 68th Ind- - Page
C E Co I 73d N Y JBurnham J AV

EXHIBITION BUILDING
Burned 3S97 J

CoD 138th 111 MrAibeck J TV Co A
126th Ohio Stone IS D Co I 169th N
Yt Kurrock J Cc K 16th N Y Cav
Booker P R Co C 21st Ind Durfce
J Co F 40th Ohio Clay W H Co
A 6th Wis Radcllff J Co K 75th
Ind Hester N H Co G 4th Mo Cav
Pritchett J M Co A 9th Ky Cav
Hiller John Co C 44th Ohio Hutch-
inson

¬

M Eif Co C 88th III Andrews
H Co E 2d 111 Cav Burns H Co
F 69th N Y Davis C Co E 38th
IlLr Friend Wm Co A 38th Mass
Slanzer A Co F 37th Ohio Harris
C J Weimer A S Co D 105th 111

Nelson D Co F 8th Mich CavTVol- -
cutt WH- - Co B 39th 111 Fields A
S Co F O V I Kramer P Co B
9th Iowa Cav Lang Jacob Co C 35th
Iowa Green J Co B 42d 111 God
frey E J- - Mathews R Co l 4 th
M V M Beirman Wm Co D 176th
N Y Starr E G Co A 7th Pa Cav
Scott E L Co C 85th N Y Flagg
Wm TV Co D 44th Wis Guy G F
Co B 120th III Young R Co E 46th
Kan McDonald T Co E Gtli Mo
Cav Ingles H Co M N Y H A
Cratzer J H Co F 12th Ind Bryant
I M Co D 7th Wis Whie Wm Co
G 16th N Y JH A Christy J Co B
76th Pa Thomas S F- - Co E 1st Del
Snyder E C Co A 11th Mich Cav
Alexander C 5th Conn Jlorner Joel
CO I 3lst wis Trlskett L A Co A
129th Ind Wilson Thom Co I 2d
Ohio Cav- - Vogel Jacob Co K 1st
Ohio Huggins J TV Co E 3d Wis
McKinley J S- - Co B 155th Pa

The muster roll showed 245 charter
members without doubt the largest
number ever associated as original
members of an American Post Me
PhfeKsan was selected as the name but
later it was changed to Colony Post
Shortly after organization Gov Atkin ¬

son visited the city and was cordially
welcomed by the Post With a mom- -
bcrship exceeding 300 it was decided to
erect a G A R building bst this was
finally given up and the Post has since
been meeting in the W R C Hall Two
other Posts were later organized from
Post 14 one of them 17 being still in
existence but Post 19 disbanded and
its membership was absorbed by 14 and
17 The Posts of Fitzgerald supported
by the TV R C and Ladies of the G
A R have always been active in pa-
triotic

¬

work They have donated in the
last three years 32 large flags to school
houses and each Memorial Day finds
the veterans and their helpmates at
JAndersonvlIle National Cemetery where
13000 comrades are at rest

Pot 17 G A It
Comrade C-- A Oliver furnishes the

following Information Post 17 G A
Jl-- Department of Georgia and South
Carolina was organized in April 1897
under the name of Fitzgerald Post The
charter membeis wt re comiosed of
comrades who did not Join the Colony
Post and others who came here later
Its first Commander wat C C Goodnow
who was also the first Mayor of the
city The Post held regular meetings in
various places until a permanent loca-
tion

¬

was secured About the same time
of tills organization Post 19 called the
Ncal Dow was chartered After several
years the two were consolidated under
the name of George Crouse Post 17
The new organization from this time
on had a very successful career beirig
the banner Post of the Department
having at one time over 100 members
but death and removals cut down the
membership until there are now about
CO with Comrade John M Mosher as
present Commander The Post has as
on Auxiliary In the Logan Circle 1 La ¬

dles of the Grand Army whoso mem ¬

bers are always caring for the welfare
of the veteran

The present roster of the Post Is as
follows Allen I B Co A 20th Ohio
Barlow J TV Co I 57th Ind Brooks
G H Co C 49th Mass Booker Wm
Co E 54th Ky Buckley J C Co G
4th TV Va- - Brown S C Surgeon 18th
Ind Carpenter J H Co K 92d HI
CowelU O N Co H 26th Ind Crowcll
X Ji Co C 36th Ohio Connelly J TV

JCoiH 21st Ind H A Coe S B Co
Cst ilinn H A Carl Wm Day A
W fco F 8th Minn Godfrey E J Co

jBHin ma trouia n ai jo a sin

-

Minn- - Guilds J Co D 28d Mich
Greer Samuel firer ja U N tiar-
rod M S Vo B 4 2d 111 Harvey A A
Co F 60th N Y Hitchcock N H- - Co
G 75th III Hogan John Co G 34th
X J Hooker G M Co A 42d mu
Hun John Co M 4th Mich Cav Iliu
John Co E 11th Ohio Keer Hugli
Co H 5th Mich Leppold J Co K
65th Ind Lombard R B Co J 21st

mmmm

PECAN ORCHARD AND COTTON

Mass Moss J H Co K 16th Wis
Maynard L J Co H 14 th Conn
Mosher J M Co A 64th 111 Mc- -
Naught Robt Oliver C A Co K 5th
Iowa Cav Pantridge A-- Co L 6th
Iowa Parrish G D Co D 122d N Y
Parnin L Co I ESth Ind Plopper
M H Co D 89th N Y Porter Milo
Co E 16th Mo Ritchie C F Co B
47th Wis Radcliffe J Co K 75th
Ind Ray Smith Co M 11th Ind Cav
Rathburn H Co A 1st Ind X A
Schroll Jake Co C 116th 111 Smith
Jason Co B 125th Ind Smith A S
Co F 1st Vt Stevens J B Co B 1st
Minn Stout J M Co H 3d Ohio
Simons TV A Co G 4th Mich Cav
Singer TV E Co L 5th Ind Cav
Stevers Davis 9th Ind Battery Todd
Wm B Co L 9th Ind Cav Tibbots
D Co F 93d Ohio Van Wie A Co B
2d U S S S Waldren J B Co G
42dInd Warner Jo Co B 129th
IndrTVelker D E Co F 48th Ohio
Winslow E M Co D 105th HI Web-
ster

¬

O P Co H 45th Pa Cav Waller
J M Co C 4th Mich Cav Winslow
C A Chicago Board of Trade Battery

The Blue and the Gray
The civil war closed 43 years ago or

a decade more than a generation as
time is measured in the life of man
Naturally there is sentiment here as
elsewhere and there is as much free-
dom

¬

of thought speech and action as
among enlightened people anywhere
While the colony originated as a Fed ¬

eral soldier community yet there never
were any restrictions as to membership
Any respectable white man or woman
was gladly welcomed and all such are
still given hearty reception to tho hearts
and homes of people Of course men
who had served in the Confederate
army knew a good thing whenthey saw
it and accordingly made Fitzgerald
their home Gray haired men of both
armies now meet in fraternal good will
and not a few of the business

are made up of Union and
Confederate veterans They realized
that whatever tends toward unity is
true The drums of war no longer Beat
for them and arm in arm they walk
down the western slope of life to await
the final roll call

The idea of a society representing the
blue and the gray originated with
Mother Enterprise Mrs Nettie Q

Hall the widow of a soldier and an
enthusiastic worker In matters social
patriotic and educational Her pen was
long active in newspaper work in the
ciy At the opening of the Corn and
Cotton Palace In September 1S96 sep
arate parades of the veterans of the
two armies were proposed but thru the
efforts of Mrs Hall they united in one
procession and marching side by slue
they charmingly impersonated Frank
L Stantons inspiring lines

We both shook hands In friendship as
hearty as could be

Tho he had inarched with Sherman
and I had marched with Lee

And we talked the whole thing over
where the flag was waving free

How he had marched with Sherman
and J had marched with Lee

The drums had ceased their beating
we saw no sabers shine

The hair about his forehead fell as
snowy white as mine

And voices seemed to call us oer the
far eternal sea

Where the men who marched with
Shei man are in tamp with those of
Lee

With Old Glory flying over them they
marched to the strain of tne Star-
Spangled Banner The question of an
organization culminated April 27 1897
bv the formation of Blue and Gray Bat-
talion

¬

No 1 with D B Mull a Con
federate as Commander and M S
Hezzod Union as Adjutant Since then
Commanders alternate and the first
executive is now serving again with J
W Moore as Adjutant and AVvn Mccor-
mick as Treasurer The annual meet-
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Ing is held on July 4 in the Blue and
Gray Park a handsome ground cover ¬

ing 13 acres a gift from the colony
company Gen Gordon delivered the
first annual address The Society has
an Assembly Hall in the park where
regular meetings are held There arc
now quite a number or Blue and Gray
Battalions in various parts of the South
and a National organization lias been
perfected The membership of the
parent battalion la as follows L
Thayer U Wm McCormack U E
Nickelson U M Luke C T P Little- -
field C G M Hooker U D BMull
C J M Mosher U F D LeeU L
Clute u S G Clark U Tom Walker
C L Scott U M E Hutchison U
TV H Marston U J Gonge C Dr
Moss U James Price U R Mathews
D John Huff Uv Lee Rollands U
li JIcFaddln C A C Mathias U Wm
Friend U M S Herrod U Jacob
Schroll U H TV Hardin C Albert
Smith U C H Brooks U David
Clements C James Barnes C Henry
Bruncr U John I Mann C J TV
Moore U Joel Thomas U O P
Webster U G W Phillips C C C
Lobengler U Wiley Whitley C Chas
Alexander U D E Fulbright C
David Ewlng C

Considerable pension money comes to
Fitzgerald to both Union and Confed
crate veterans to the former from the
United States and to the latter from
the State Georgia has a very liberal
and comprehensive law similar to the
National law bne began this work in
1879 by voting 70580 for artificial
limbs for disabled Confederates There
are now about 15000 names on the
State roll including gpjdlers and wld- -

SE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON tJ THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10 1903

ows and the annual cost is about Jl- -
000000 The pension is no gratuity
but a just reward for sorvicea rendered
by men who fought and suffered for
what they deemed to be right

Proposed Soldier Home
Congressman Lewis of the Third

Georgia District has Introduced a bill
in Congress to locate a Soldiers Home
in Fitzgerald The constantly increas ¬

ing number of Federal soldiers who are
coming South on account of the milder
climate seems to warrant action How
ever the well presented arguments of
the people of Fitzgerald will be care
fully considered by congress Une most
southerly Home is now at Johnson City
in East Tennessee

The Fitzgerald Guards or officially
Co C 1st Regiment Georgia National
Guard is one of the crack military or
ganizations of the State It is oiiicerea
as follows Captain H C Johnson
First Lieutenant A J Reed Sergeants
M P Winslow C A Delong Caleb
Stevens H C Nelson Isaac White and
Robert Hitch Corporals Otis Mc
Michael Yancey Bowles Robert Owens
and Reese Thompson Tho city also has
a brass band of 24 pcrformors and
they are not stingy in favoring the pub ¬

lic with evening concerts The leader of
the band is a member of the City Coun-
cil

¬

There is also an orchestra and
several musical and singing clubs

Fitzgerald is of course a dry town
In a parade the city could show a line
of about 40 automobiles The retail
stores all carry nice stocks of goods
and prices are reasonable The fuel
supply is sure and cheap at all seasons
and tinder all circumstances As this
is a timber region the prices of build-
ing

¬

material are very much less than
on the prairies of the Northwest For
tourists Fitzgerald has many attrac-
tions

¬

It is healthy the climate is agree-
able

¬

there are pretty drives good fish-
ing

¬

and hunting and fine stopping
places Note the view in ajiother col
umri of the Hotel Lee Grant

iMiucadonal Advantages
One important factor that has con-

tributed
¬

in a largo measure to the rapid
substantial and permanent growth of
Fitzgerald is its excellent system of pub-
lic

¬

schools The system was organized
In September 1896 with a Superintend-
ent

¬

and 12 teachers There are now 23
experienced successful instructors and
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no teacher Is added to tho faculty who
has not had both normal training and
actual teaching experience in city grad ¬

ed schools of equal dignity with those
of Fitzgerald The teachers are paid
larger salaries than any city of equal
population in routh Georgia and the
regularity with which these salaries are
paid always command the very best tal-
ent

¬

The system provides a comprehen
sive course of study extending thru 11
grades A diploma from the High School
admits the owner to the University and
to all other institutions of higher
learning in the State without
en entrance examination Tho High
School hu- - a regular commercial
department In which bookkeeping
stenography typewriting and telegraphy
are taught but the commercial course
is optional with pupils Many of the
young men and young women who have
graduated in this department now hold
responsible and lucrative positions

Fitzgerald has the only free text book
system in the State of Georgia all pu
jiils from the primary giade thru to the
11th grade being furnished with text
books without charge The High School
has a weU eelected library of more than
500 volumes to which valuable addi-
tions

¬

are made eery year Each grade
room is equipped with modern desks
and is thoroly supplied with maps
globes charts and all other school aids
Old Glory floats over each fcchool build ¬

ing and all rooms are provided with
the Stars and Stripes All pupils are
taught the flag drill and go thru with
this drill regularly at the morning open ¬

ing exercises Tha revenue for the main-
tenance

¬

of tile schools is derived from
an appropriation of four mills of the
ad valorem tax of one per centum levied
on city property from the citys pro-
portion

¬

of the State school fund and
from the tuition paid by pupils who re-
side

¬

outside the corporate limltK of ticcity
Fitzgerald recently voted 30000 in

school bonds for the erection of a High
School building This building which
is already in course of construction will
be an brick structure
equipped with all modern chool appli-
ances

¬

furnished with steam heat and
water and will be ready for occupancy
at the opening of the next school year
There is also a colored public school

Fine Health Conditions
Northern men who have lived in

I itzgerald from the first arc pro-
nounced

¬

In their favorable opinion of
tlie all around health and climatic con-
ditions

¬

The writer talked with scores
of men who said they came on what
they thought were their laet legs and
now thes dont know that they were
ever sick Dr L S Osborne an Iowa
man and now the City Health Officer
Rivf

On account of the location of Fitz
gerald 125 miles from the Atlantic and
about the same distance from the Gulf
In latitude 31 degrees 2 minutes 3 sec-
onds

¬

north and longitude 83 degrees 2
minutes 7 seconds west at an altitude
of 512 feet above sea level we have an
almost Ideal climate With the maxi ¬

mum of sunny days the dally sea breeze
so modifies tho nlr that we do not have
the excessive dry heat of New Mexico
and Arizona nor the moisture of Florida
or Cuba There is neither the severe
cold of the Northern Winters nor the
high temperature of their Summers We
are not subject to the sudden and ex
treme changes of temperature of the
Middle and Eastern States TVe have
theierore a climate that is particularly
favorable to healthful conditions espe
cially uencnciai to diseases of the head
throat and lungs as well as heart dis
eases and rheumatism Tho water ofl
this section Is soft being very free from
mineral constituents particularly lime
and on tuat account diseases of the kid
ncys and bladder are materially bene
fited if not cured Thoso debilitated by
age to whom tho rigorous Winters of
the North are so trying find In this ell
mate Just the conditions needed to pro-
long

¬

life As one among hundreds of
others I would mention my own case
as a sample or what this climate can do
From early manhood I have suffered
from catarrh of head and throatyivhlch
Kruauaiiy extenaea to tne uroncui until
I was a constant sufferer from chronic
bronchitis and asthma Nothing but a
change of climate every two to five
years was or any benefit I had tried
the climate of New York North Dakota
Missouri and Iowa until the Spring of
1897 when I was obliged to make an ¬

other change I made an extended trip
thru Kentucky Tennessee Mississippi

Alabama and GeonJht finally deciding
to try Fitzgerald TVecan6Jiere in Oc ¬

tober 1897 and forfJUeraat 10 years
I have been comiSletely TOlIeved of all
Jwy bid troubles A to general health
conditions I wouldtatethat wo are
not subiect to any prcvauinsr tfseases
Wo do not tiav epidemics of Summer
diarrhea scarlet fever dlpistheria or
pneumonia in fact diphtheria and scar
let fever are seldotii seen hero We
have leas malarial ana typhoid fever
than lp most scctiohs For tho year
1907 there were only150 deaths from all
causes in a white population of 5000
This is only 10 to 1000 orbn per cent
Not many cities ofUhls se can show
as good a report Many or these cases
were people who came here from other
sections on account or tneir --health but
wero too much diseased to be benefited
and died here

The followinir table of mnnthlv tem
perature record for thoyear 1901 which
was the most variable ot tha five years
that I was U S Weather Observer at
this point will give an idea ot the worst
of our climatic conditions There were
320 days when there was sunshine dur¬
ing the whole or a part of the day
Thero were only 45 days when there
was no sunshine Tho hottest days were
one in June and one in July when the
temperature reached 102 degrees for a
short time but was down to 70 and 74
during the night The coldest day was
in December when 13 degrees above
aero was reached but during the day
it was up to 40 At no time during the
year did the temperature stay at freez ¬

ing for the entire day This frosty and
freezing weather during tho Winter is
of great benefit In destroying disease
germs and purifying the air and is not
severe enough to be uncomfortable
During 1901 there Were more cold days
than In any other of ths past 10 years
and tho Summer temperature reached
ahigher point

The record of 1901 by months is as
follows

o Sids a
1 Su i s

w ews so

rr rt O U K
January 78 24 21 10 333
Februarys 73 21 21 7 584
March SC 19 25 f 738
April 84 39 26 4 493
May 93 50 29 2 704
June 102 57 27 3 464
July 102 66 31 536
August 96 62 31 593
September 99 54 25 5 485
October 92 40 30 1 110
November 87 22 27 3 47
December 78 13 27 4 357

320 45 5445
The mean dally temperature for the

T Inter months of 1900 01 was 48 de
grees for the Spring 59 degrees Sum
mcr 81 degrees Autumn 65 degrees

There are only 72 G A R veterans In
tho Fitzgerald Cemetery a minimum
mortality rate not equaled anywhere
else In the country -

Municipal Facilities and Improvements
Tho city owns its water works and

electric light plant ajid both yield a
revenuo over cost of operating and the
people get good wajer and light at a
minimum cost TherCltyHall is a sub-
stantial

¬

brick a --view of which Is shown
in another column iThoj Council room
and city offices occupy thejaecond floor
and tne lire ueparmentatne grounu
floor The latter consistSjOj two teams
four paid men Including the Chief TV
C TVilkerson nnd 2jVoluJltecrs The
equipment mciuucs a large cnemicai en
gine hook and ladder truck and hose
wagons xnero is a teiegrapn aiarm
system The waterjised in the city
comes from artesian wells 00 feet deen
and froma stanapIprtl0S feet hish gives
pressure enougn to tnrow water over
any building in the city The supply
is amide for present U3e

TV H Green is Suporintendent of the
light and water plant under the direc
tion or three Commissioners E Iv
Farmer L O Tisdel and A H Den
mark

Extensive municipal improvements
are to be instituted this Fall Oct 15
liaving been designated as Employment
Day when work Is tp begin on various
propositions including a sower system

75000 extension of water and light
plant 25000 County Court Houso and
Jail 75000 and High School Building

30000 It is expected that work will
begin before the year Is put on a 50000
union depot and an electric street car
system already chartered to New York
and Baltimore capitalists and the route
laid out Involving an expenditure of
5250000 and cars are to bo running
Jan 1 next under a forfeit of 1000 An
enlargement cf tho cotton factory la to
be madn which will double its capacity
The completion of these Improvements
will place litzgorald in the front rank
of modern cities givjng It every munici-
pal

¬

facility and convencitcp enjoyed by
very much larger places

The official directory of the city is as
follows J G Knapii Mayor C M
Wise Clerk G P Mrnsledorff Treas-
urer

¬

Aldermen E Nv Davis J M
Mosher B C Mosher Mnyor pro tern
C TV Hayes W R Paulk J M Mc-
Donald

¬

F R Bighami G E RIcker
and Thoma3 Wilson Judge of CItv
Court D B Ja City Solicitor O II
Elkins Chief of Police C E Harrison
Marshal Herman Smith

The administration of the city from
the beginning has been ribove reproach
The Improvements were made without
a suspicion of wastefulness and every
dollar in public uses from the water
work3 to sidewalks was well spent

The Newspapers
In 1876 there were 137 newspapers in

Georgia Thirty years later there were
394 or more than double in 201 cities
and towns of which 26 were dally and
296 weekly Fitzgerald has three one
daily one tri weekly and one weekly
The first paper in the Magic City wvas
the Enterprise Dec 20 1895 For sev¬

eral years it was edited by Mrs Nettie
C Hall popularly known as Mother
Enterprise She was lame and walked
with a cane but energetic for the pub-
lic

¬

welfare She was succeeded in 1899
by Jesse Mercer whoj iasUJI In control
In 1900 it appeared as a Iri weekly and
it N intended soon toissuoit as a daily
Thfe second paper the- Leader appeared
Jan 1 1896 by B F JCnapp Son well
known in connection 1 with newspaper
work in Iowa They jretlced from the
Leader In 1899 but nrcjistill residents of
thi city the son now sorving as Mayor
Tne Leader a daily lsupabiished by a
company of which JH Harris is Presi-
dent

¬

E S Fuller 1st editor and E B
Braswell associate edftonfitOther papers
have appeared fronutlmeoto time but
most of them were consolidated with
the Leader The Enterprise and Leader
are well edited and gaedriooking typo-
graphically

¬

MS
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A necessary adjunct tdcevery city is
some organization which can give to the
public the benefit of tho combined
thought and effort of Its representative
men Organized effort stands in much
the same relation to individual effort
thnt organized capital stands to indi-
vidual

¬

capital it combines and concen-
trates

¬

and po gives force to all Ideas
and alms which make for advancement
Itte organization that makes the Stand-
ard

¬

Oil Company a force in business
affairs It is organization that makes
the United States and Great Britain the
two great powers in the world

The Fitzgerald Business League has
a membership of 136 progressive citi-
zens

¬

It is a non political non sectarian
and non mercenary organization There
are other good men in the city who
aro not yet members Every citizen of
Fitzgerald gets the benefit of the work
of tho League Therefore every citizen
should be on the Roll of Honor and

giva the League hearty support by
thougul word action and cash

The officers and Board of Managers
are as follows President H C McFad
den Vice President TV R Bowcn Sec
retary TV N Northrop Managers J Gr
Knapp D B jay u TV Meakin H c
McFadden J E Mercer J A Justice
G TV Smith B T Strickland E F
Chambless John Sea nor J H Harris
G C Smith J E Turner Lon Dickey
A B Cook D P Adams L O Tisdel
John Levarott C y Hayes C A
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H T VARNDELTj FARM SCENE

Holtzendorf W R Paulk Fred J Clark
TV R Bowen George Rlckcr B C
Mosher H M Warren I Gelders Wad
ley Garbutt E K Farmer E S Fuller

It would be a romance of dollars to
nnrrate the number of men who have
made comfortable little fortunes by
trading in town lots One will answer
the purpose A young man in 1896 in-

vested
¬

200 in lots five years after sell ¬

ing out for 10000 reinvested his
money and not long since he refused

25000 for his holdings
One other Instance The Episcopal

Church was given a corner lot in the be-
ginning

¬

It afterwards sold the lot for
3000 and bought outside the business

limits The colony farm tracts have
grown into valuable properties It is
claimed that a dollar has never been
lost in real estate investment In the
colony limits The impetus in Invest
ment in Fitzgerald hasxjust fairly be
gun It Is a city of much confidence in
Itself and in all community affairs there
is a solid aggressive enthusiastic co-
operation

¬

manifested now in the work
of the Business League the motto of
which is Pull for Fitzgerald or Pull
Out

The County of Ben Hill
Fitzgerald is the seat of justice of

Ben Hill County Ga the latest born
and fairest of all of the Empire States
many subdivisions Ben Hill will not
bo found on any map more than a year
or so old To easily locate the Magic
City on maps published during or prior
to 1906 find Brunswick Ga on the
sea and then follow up northwesterly
the line of the Atlanta Birmingham
Atlantic Railroad until you come to Ir
win County and you will see the name
of Fitzgerald or follow up the line of

Ltho same road from Thomasville down
close to the Florida boundary Fltz
gerald Is in the soutli central part of
the State

Under an amendment to the Constl
tutlon in 1904 the organization of eight
new Counties was ordered There were
24 applicants among them the people
of Fitzgerald who desired a County
named for Gov Northen who had been
active in promoting the interests of the
colony The bill for Northen County
fuiled by one vote The main opposi-
tion

¬

was against using the name of a
living individual In 1906 the Legisla-
ture

¬

was again approached with Ben
Hill as the name for the County and it
passed

Benjamin Harvey Hill was one of
Georgias great men He served the
State in both branches of the Legisla ¬

ture and of Congress in the latter meet ¬

ing in debate Blaine and Conkllng and
other of the orators of that day He
was also a member of the Confederate
Congress In 1856 Mr Hill who was
a Whig had a joint debate1 with Alex
H Stephens a Democrat The latter
took offense at some remark and sent
Mr Hill a challenge to fight a duel this
too after he had given Mr Stephens a
written explanation of his remarks as
he remembered them

Altho the code duello was not held
In such aversion as It is to day Mr Hill
was warmly commended everywhere for
his manly refusal to engage in such an
encounter Mr Hills letter pffictically
closing the correspondence except some
newspaper articles which followed is
an interesting document

La Grange Ga Dec 6 185G Dear
Sir Your letter of Nov 29 was handed
to me a few moments since by Hon
Thomas TV Watson You say that my
letter of the 24th ultimo has in It much
both in tone and manner personally
offensive In itself and without specify ¬

ing anything which you designate as
offensive you proceed to ask of me that
satisfaction which is usual between gen-
tlemen

¬

in such cases It might be some
satisfaction for you to shoot me tho I
should entertain no great fear of being
hit but candor requires me to say with
my present feelings I could not de- -
liberately shoot at you and for many
leasons a few only of which I now
give

First I might possibly kill you and
tho you may not consider your life
valuable yet to take It would be a great
annoyance to me ever afterwards The
ceaseless accusations of my conscience
that I was a murderer would be the
bane of my future happiness

Second I am not conscious of hav
ing given you any just ground of of
fense In my letter of the 24th I au- -
morizcu you to construe my remariis oy
the meaning of our own charge to
which the remarks were intended as
reply If the reply then was offensive
it only proves that you so intended your
charge and In that view you are en
titled to no satisfaction and I am satis
fied with the reply Further than this
I distinctly disclaimed any personal al-
lusion or unklndliness and notwith
standing your Belligerent message feel
none now
V Third If tho invitation to mortal
combat is extended as a mere formal
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occasion to exchange a few harmless
shots and then have an adjustment I
can only say I never engage in farces
nor make feigned issues If I could be
made conscious that I had dono you in
justice I should deem it a duty to re-
pair

¬

it and should pot wait first to be
shot at If you did mo Injustice I met
tho occasion with the remedy and it
does seem made a shot which produced
a wider if not deeper sore than any
within the power of powder or ball to
produce

Now sir as I always speak plainly
T will only add that I know of nothing
which has occurred between you and
me which could authorize or Justify a
duel and while I have never at any
time had anjnsult offered to me nor
an aggression attempted I shall yet
know bow to meet and repel any that
may be offered by any gentleman who
may presume upon this refusal or oth ¬

erwise
Yours respectfully

B H Hill

tyt

Ben Hill County has an area of 368
square miles with about ISjOOQ popula-
tion

¬

and was taken from jiortlon3 of
Irwin and Wilcox largely from the
former It Js bounded on the north by
TVlIcox and Telfair on the east by Coffee
on the south by Irwin and on the west
by Turner The assessed valuation of
the County is 2976374 with a bonded
debt of 75000 just assumed to build a
court house

Historic Incidents
This region was so thinly settled dur ¬

ing the civil war that no engagement
took place within tho present limits of
this County The last fight between the
Indians and whites in this part of the
State however occurred in territory
now embraced in Ben Hil1 County On
March 3 1818 the year Irwin County
was organized and opened for settle-
ment

¬

Indians murdered a man named
Burch and wounded and scalped his
son leaving him for dead but he recov-
ered

¬

sufficiently to cross the Ocmulgee
and report the affair to the whites of
that neighborhood and a company was
organized to seek redress and protect
the frontier from further depredations
by the redskins On March 9 1818
near where Bowens Mill s located nine
miles north of Fitzgerald this company
met a band of 60 Indians and a fight
occurred in which four men on each
side were killed and a number wounded

Some 10 miles southwest of Fitzger ¬

ald i3 the spot where Jefferson Davis
was captured May 10 1865 Following
the last meeting of the Confederate
Cabinet at Washington Ga the mem ¬

bers separated each going by different
routes toward the sea coast from where
they intended to embark for Europe
Davis in his flight crossed the Ocmulgee
at Abbeville passed near where Fitzger ¬

ald is located and was captured two
miles north of Irwinvllle where he and
his escort had camped for the night by
dejachmerfts of Wisconsin and Michigan
cavalry nut not Deiore a misunaer--
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¬

standing in which the Michigan force
lost four men having been mistaken by
the Wisconsin detachment for Confed
erates Lewis Clute who lives in Fitz
gerald was a member of the Wlsconisn
cavalry and was present at the capture
Davis had on a long waterproof for pro-
tection

¬

against the weather He was on
his way to the Guff Coast

Topography of the Country -

Ban Hill County is on the crest of the
watershed of south Georgia The Oc-
mulgee

¬

River navigable at all seasons
on the east carries ita water to the At-
lantic

¬

The Alapahadnd Withlacoochee
south and west mingle their waters to
the southward forming the Suwanec
Swanee River which empties into the

Gulf
The surface may be briefly described

as undulating or gently rolling altho
near the larger streams the inequalities
of surface are greater while in some
tcctions far removed from streams
there are thousands of acres almost as
level as a floor The greatest elevations

450 to 600 feet above sea level are
found in the part of the County in
which the city of Fitzgerald and the
colony lands of this County are located

Along the course of the more sluggish
streams there are occasional marshes
or bay heads a few rods wide but there
are no large swamps in the restricted
sense of the term anywhere in the
County A very pleasing feature of the
landscape especially as viewed from a
sanitary standpoint Is the number of
clear runninir brooks with sandy bot-
toms

¬

which convey the surface water
into the creeks and rivers thus afford ¬

ing perfect drainage a prerequisite of
health

In the Ocmulgee River fcractically
every species of fresh water fish abound
There are apring lakes in which fish are
plentiful and there arc also some min-
eral

¬

springs the waters of which have
curative qualities for rheumatism and
other diseases

There is still good sport for the hunt-
er

¬

in the forests along the Ocmulgee
as wild turkey duck squirrel etc are
comparatively plentiful and there are
some deer left

Soil and Products
With the exception of small areas of

sandy soil found in some localities and
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generally mixed with ferruginous gravel
sometimes with quartz pebble the lands
of this section are what are known as
red pebble soils sandy loams Inter-

mixed
¬

with small red or reddish brown
pebbles and underlaid at depths of
from four to 10 inches with red or yel
lowish red clay Every mile of railroad
graded every excavation made every
well dug refutes the falsehood often
circulated that there is no subsoil the
clay sub soil Is everywhere In evidence
The question of the quality of the soil
can bo dismissed with four words It
is all good The most important ele
ment is a good mixture of brains with
the soil God will furnish the rain
sunshine and warmth

Good crops can be grown for a time
without fertilizer but with it much bet
ter ones Feeding the soil is like feed
Ing animals Plants taking away from
the ground producing them exhausts
fertility unless something is returned
mo commercial fertilizers commonly
used return cost many times over By
the use of the cow pea and other
legumes the commercial product can be
largely 11 not aitogetner dispensed with
as legumes thru systematic growing
under the Innoculated method Intro
duced by the Government experiment
stations supplies nitrogen the element
most expansive in all matter of fertiliz-
er

¬

The pebble-sand-cla- y soil always
assures the making of good roads

The adaptability of these lands to an
infinite variety of crops has been fully
demonstrated As to tho yield per
acre of different crops with or without
the aid of composts or fertilizers re-
ports

¬
vary widely Cotton corn oats

rye millet Irish and sweet potatoes
are among the staples The top line
cotton yield is that reported by J Bis- -
sell who lives eight miles south of
Fitzgerald near Mystic Three years
ago from a measured acre of land he
gathered 2102 pounds of seed cotton
This was the result of careful experi ¬
ment with a fertilizer furnished by a
company offering a 100 gold certificate
for the largest yield Hj won and real-
ized

¬

22308 In addition to the prize
Cotton

Editor Mercer of the Fitzgerald En-
terprise

¬

is having a controversy over
this large yield some of his newspaper
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tlon to a contest in South Carolina i In
1889 in which 14 farmers took part
C A Murphy of Spartanburg County
won with the marvelous yield of 4284
pounds of seed cotton to the acre Tha
lowest yield-- In the contest was 193
pounds but thft average of tho wholf
number was 2781 pounds This 1

more than 14 times the average per
acre in the South

J A J Henderson of Irwin County
gathered a coyplo of years ago 326 balcf
of cotton from 345 acres The crop
brought him upwards of 20000 Both
long and short staple cotton grow lq
this section the former known as Sds
Island yields from 100 to 500 pounds
to the acre depending upon many
things This is the highest price cotton
and brings double the price of the short
or upland grades The Floradora oa
Egyptian cotton also grows here profit-
ably

¬
Cotton is tho best American cash

farm crop The South has a monopoly
of its production Since the civil war
English mill owners have sought to de ¬

velop tho cotton growing industry in
Asia Africa and South America but
without success Tiiey have decided
that the world must always look to lha
South for a majority of this wonderful
staple The field for its expansion 13
not yet reached as only one aero in IT
13 planted to cotton in the South The
mills of Georgia last year used over
250000000 pounds The vast Impor-
tance

¬
of the cotton crop is not measured

by the value of tho product alone but
also by tho wealth It brings to the farm ¬
ers and the employment afforded to
hundreds of thousands of factory work-
ers

¬
in the North and South That this

country sells to foreign countries 1
270000 of cotton or cotton goods for
every day in the year la but one item
Cotton is one of the easiest crops to cul-
tivate

¬
and no crop makes so slight a

drain upon the fertility or the solf and
for nono has modern enterprise found
so many uses for its several parts Tho
cotton plant yields in fact doublacrop a most beautiful fiber and a seed
yielding both oil and feed which altho
neglected for a Jong time is now worth
oae sixta as much as the fiber

In 1896 there were about 100 bales of
cotton marketed In Fitzgerald Thisyear It Is estimated that there will ho
15000 That means about 750000 forthe lint alone exclusive of more thanpin money for seed

Corn
The yield of corn Varies from 19

bushels up Lee Rollings an Indianaman living on one or the colony tracts
last year gathered 76 bushels from a
measured acre Tho crop this year
promises exceedingly well A field seenby tiie writer at the edga of --the city
contained stalks 12 to 14 feet high withtwo and three ears to the stalk Imacontest between three farmers in IrwinCounty just over the boundary result-
ed

¬
a year or two ago in the production

o iu as ousneis respectively
The winner received a wagon load ofcorn from each of the losers H TV
Bussey a farmer of Ben Hill Countyreports 103 bushels of oat3 to the acre

Potatoes Irish and sweet make largeyields and a crop of each can be grown
on the same land The sweet potato isa fine feed for stock

Two crops a year can be easily raisedof various products Where oats arecut the last of May or 1st of June agood crop of hay or cotton csa be raisedand it does not require heavy fertiliza-
tion

¬
to obtain good results and keep up

the land On land where melons arogrown fine crops of peas or other foragecrops can be raised after the melons
have been gathered and shipped

The fame of the Georgia watermelon
is as wide as the Union About 10000car loads are annually shipped to North ¬
ern States and to Canada and most of
them are from south Georgia Mark
Twain had just finished a Georgia
melon when he said In the Century
Magazine It is chief of this worlds
luxuries king by the grace of God over
all the fruits or the earth When ono
has tasted it he knows what the angels
eat It was not a Southern watermelon
that Eve took we know it because sherepented

While the snow Is still on the farms
of the North and the farmer is cutting
the ice in the drinking troughs in his
feed yards the gardener of Georgia i3
watching his crop3 grow and preparing
to make his first shipment by refriger-
ator

¬
cars on fast trains to Northern

markets When the Northern farmer
Is putting in his first and only crop of
the year the Southern gardener is pur
ting in his second one his first one hav¬
ing left a taste for more of the same
kind in the mouth of his Northern
neighbor In the Northern States on
the parallel of the Great Lakes man-- is
barred from his garden for six months
In the year

Tobacco does well but no attempt to
grow it on a commercial scale has ever
been made but in Counties south of
here it is being raised tinder shade at
a value of from 500 to 1000 an acre
Sugar cane makes 200 gallons or moro
of sirup to the acre or its equivalent in
sugar Rice grows freely

The hay crop i san important one
There are more than a dozen standard
cultivated grasses besides the noted
wild wiregrass which is the source
of feed for live stock running at large
without care Cow peas and the velvet
bean are wonderful forage crops Tho
peanut of commerce can be profitably
raised

Live Stock
Live stock of all kinos liorses cattle

sheeps goats hogs and poultry are
raisedJiere at little expense Cattle gen-
erally

¬
run out Winter and Summer ex-

cept
¬

when a farmer wishes to enrich
a piece of land by penning cattle on it
Sheep are subject to few diseases here
and pay well for the mutton alone
Hogs are fed on chufas peas and sweet
potatoes with an occasional ration of
corn for a few weeks before killing
but they thrive and grow fat running at
large

Poultry Is not given the attention it
should be There are several farmers
giving special attention to it with profit
J P Patterson who came from Wash-
ington

¬
County Pa four years ago is

having fine success with Plymouth
Rocks and Partridge Cochins He has
made shipments of fine birds from Ten-
nessee

¬
to Florida

The honey bee is also a splendid as-
sistant

¬

to the Georgia farmer as a
money maker Tho abundance of flow-
ers

¬
sweet with nectar and the long

mild seasons combine to make the bea
business a profitable one for all engaged
in it

Nature is prodigal in floral wealth
and where intelligent aid is rendered by
the homemaker most attractive sur-
roundings

¬
can be made The flowers

which cover the untitled fields and
bloom and blush unseen in forest dells
form no small part of the beauty which --

makes this the fairest land the sua
shines on In Springtime every stream
is fringed with blooming flowers and
white banners wave on every breeze Wild
roses rerns rhododendrons forest junks
and wood violets spring up everywhere
while daisies and yellow buttercups line
every pathway Of cultivated flowers
everything grows in the open air that
can be raised In a temperate climate
Splendid trees the magnolia with its
superb bloom the oleander and the um-
brella

¬
tree grow in perfection Tho

banana plant sends its broad leaves to
the housetop and yields fruit but not
the large full bunch of the country be¬
low the frost line There are no homes
however humble that cannot havo
beautiful surroundings

Fruits
As a fruit growing country this par

of Georgia cannot be surpassed
Peaches if this region had 20 other
claims Uo distinction it could rest lis
fame oh peaches the excellence an
exquisite flavor of which cannot be ex
ceeded ans where Pears are also a
choice crop The Le Conte pear origh
nated in south Georgia AH staple va

competitors claiming it to be a fish rieties do well The Dooular kindsstory Let va call Mr Mercers atten- - grapes all grow as well as inat SoutlU

m


